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Statistics

Mean Notes

WHAT

The mean of a data set is:


the balance point or average of a data set.  It represents the value that each 
data point would take 
on if the total of the data values were redistributed 
equally.   

HOW
How to find the mean:

1) Add up all of the values in the data set.


2) Divide the sum by how many values there are in the data set.
Example 1: What is the Mean of these numbers?

6, 11, 7

· Add the numbers: 



6 + 11 + 7 = 24
· Divide by how many numbers (there are 3 numbers): 




24 ( 3 = 8
WHY
Why Does This Work?
It is because 6, 11 and 7 added together is the same as 3 groups of 8:
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It is like you are "evening out" the numbers.
The Mean is 8














